
EDITOR’s NOTE
Time seems to fly by. Instead of having 2 newsletters last year, only 1

issue saw the light. However, important events were communicated
via e-mail. Thank you to Jo-Marié for always being available to send out
important announcements. Also, she now keeps our website updated as
well, thereby keeping communication between the Board and the CIMI’s
optimal. If you have not received the e-mails, we probably do not have
the correct e-mail address for you. But then again, you will probably not
be reading this right now, because our newsletter gets sent out via the
same e-mail path.

The year 2012 was an exciting year for IAIM South Africa. Apart from
the fact that Margo and I attended the GA in Portugal, we made

history by producing the first International President from South Africa
(from the Southern Hemisphere, in fact). We are tremendously proud of
Margo and the support she receives from all over the world is amazing.
And though Margo is going through a tough time with her husband’s
health, she does not ever forget about her responsibility towards IAIM
South Africa and IAIM International. This personality trait is what makes
her the beloved President she is!!

At the AGM in October, so many CIMI’s shared their beautiful stories
with us. This is the stuff that newsletters are made from. I encourage

each CIMI to e-mail me any interesting stories you would like to share to
ronel@ronelcoetzee.com.

In this issue we give you report back on the GA and AGM. Enjoy!

Ronel Coetzee

MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the International Association of Infant Massage is to promote

nurturing touch and communication through training, education and

research so that parents, caregivers and children are loved,  valued and

respected throughout the world community.
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“If evolution really
works, how come
mothers have only

two hands?”
~ Milton Berle
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Educational Conference and GA 2012

From 12 - 16 October 2012, Margo and
I attended the IAIM Educational

Conference and GA in Lisbon, Portugal.
We had to be there a day or 2 early,
because Margo had Board Meeting on
the 11th and we both had meetings on
the 12th - Trainers Meeting and Chapter
Representative Meeting, respectively.
On the day that Margo had her Board
Meeting, I was browsing the Alfama
district, when I heard my name in one
little shop: “Ronel!” It was Monica,
Chapter Representative from Italy,
whom I had met 2 years ago at the 2010
GA in London! Immediately, I felt that I
belong, even in a different country!

The purpose of the Chapter Rep
meeting on the 12th, was to explain

to all the Chapters the content of the
Agenda points for the GA. Some faces
were familiar, but we met quite a few
new reps and contact persons. (A
contact person is a representative of a
country that does not have a Chapter
yet - contact persons are also not
allowed to vote at the GA, but at least

they can attend and report back to
their countries).

On the Friday evening, we had
the formal opening of the

Educational Conference. The
Portugese Chapter had put
together a beautiful DVD of 20
years of IAIM history, which was
shown (and of course for sale
afterwards). They also arranged a
concert of the band Musica nos
Hospitals. What a truly amazing
Portugese experience!! After the
official opening, we were treated
with drinks and snacks.

On Saturday, 13 October, work
began in true earnest. We

heard talks by Sylvie Hetu (The
Global Success of IAIM), Pratibha
Reebye (Touch as Therapeutic
modality), Elsa Silva (Premature
Birth and Touch) and Angela
Underdown (Holding the Baby in
Mind: Supporting Early
Relationships).

Nils Bergman

Elsa Sylva

Angela Underdown

Pratibha Reebye

Sylvie Hetu

L i s b o n ,  P o r t u g a l
Ronel  Coetzee



The evening was another huge
treat with the Banquet Dinner in

the Hotel Feniks. All dressed up, we
attended this special event with real
Portugese food, and yet some more
Portugese entertainment - this time
by a group of (very charming) male
music students!

On Sunday, although we were all
a bit tired from getting too little

sleep, we heard a fascinating talk by
Nils Bergman - (Evolutionary biology
and neuroscience - what mothers
always knew). We were so proud of
our fellow South African, who
received a standing ovation after
delivering his talk.

After lunch, there was the
customary stroke review and I

was quite happy to see that not
much had changed since I was
trained in 1998. What an awesome
experience to see so many CIMI’s
doing the stroke review on their
dolls - CIMI’s from around the globe,
from different nations, cultures and
backgrounds. Yet all of us doing the
same thing...

The afternoon of the second day
was filled with small workshops,

which we could attend. The choice
was between 3 out of 5 different
topics: Vegetable Oils, Gentle
Dance, Behavioral States, Marketing
and Special Needs.

After 2 days of intensive learning,
followed 2 days of intensive

meetings and discussions. Many
important points were discussed,
such as the budget, website,
communication, etc.

And finally at the end of the second
day of the GA, our new Board was

announced. No-one in that room
could have been prouder than me
when Margo was elected as
International President. It is quite an
accomplishment, because in the 20
years that this Association has been
formally recognised, Margo is only
the THIRD International President.
We are so, so proud of you Margo!
Like Sylvie said, Margo is now the
President of 52 countries - not many
people can put that on their CV!

Of course, our time in Lisbon
consisted of many hours of very

hard work, but we had time in the
evenings to walk the beautiful clean
streets of the city, enjoy a leisurely
dinner, meeting other CIMI’s along
the way and interacting both in a
formal as well as a fun way! I only
wish that many more CIMI’s could
have the opportunity to share in this
most amazing experience!

The next GA will take place in
October 2014 in Costa Rica. So

start saving up so long... We would
love to see more of you there!

Educational Conference and GA 2012
. . . c o n t i n u e d



“People who say

they sleep like a
baby, usually don’t

have one.”

We had a very successful and
productive AGM again this

year on 27 October 2012. With
excellent speakers, yummy pizzas
for lunch and a meaningful AGM
in the afternoon, it was a day
spent in the presence of other
CIMI’s who are equally
enthusiastic about the work we
do.

Dr Alison Bentley was our first
speaker. She is the founder of

the Sleep Association of South
Africa and heads the research
projects carried out at the Sleep
Clinic at Wits University. She gave
an amazing talk on sleep, clearing
up so many of our sleep worries,
and answering questions we often
hear mothers ask in our classes.
This was not the first time she
spoke at an AGM and will
definitely not be the last!

Then we had an most
informative and inspirational

talk by Dr Travis, a chiropractor
with a difference! He seems to

understand the work we do so
well and also see that we as infant
massage instructors and
chiroprators actually compliment
each others work. He was an
inspiration and joy to listen to!

For lunch we had pizzas (there
is never too little food at the

AGM!!), and a short breather
before we had our actual meeting.
It became clear, once again, that
we need to connect more with
each other, talk about the work we
are doing and support each other
in what we do. There was a
definite need expressed to get
together more often, the
possibility of a weekend
conference or family weekend get
together was also mentioned.

The stroke review was
presented by Ronel, and

everyone seemed to benefit so
much from seeing what we are
doing is still okay, and lots of
positive input was given from
CIMI’s present.



Have you always dreamt of going to the Carribean?

Was it always a dream of yours to attend the General Assembly of IAIM?

Every two years we have this wonderful opportunity to get together, to hug

each other, to share our experiences, our challenges,  our plan for the

future...

Start saving up, because we would love to have more South African CIMI’s

attending the GA.

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT

Educational Conference and
IAIM General Assembly 2014

Costa Rica

www.iaim.net
www.iaimsa.co.za

new international website is active!!

this one you know already....





Googling

This is what you find, if you google ‘touch’.

bizarre, don’t you think?



New full colour Z-fold pamphlet
Basically the same, but in colour
And website addresses added

AND STILL AT THE SAME PRICE!!!!
Available mid February 2013



Name: _________________________________ Date:_______________________________

Postal Address: ____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ Code:________________

T el No: (_______)_____________________ e-mail: ________________________________

Item Qty Price T ota l

Cotton T -shirt 70-00

Badge 100-00

Manual 5-00

Routine Cards 3-00

Certificate 3-00

A6 Pamphlets 0-60

Z -fold Pamphlets 3-50

Posters 7-00

Gift Voucher 1 -50

Letterhead 1 -50

Felt body 75-00

Round Label big                                  Not available at present

Round Label small                               Not available at present

DVD                                                                              100-00

Ami T omake CD    50-00

SUBT OT AL

Postage *

T OT AL

* R 25-00 + 10% of your total order amount. Eg. If you buy to the value of R 150,
postage will be R 25 + R15 = R 40, with a maximum of R 70-00.
However, should you wish to receive your order priority mail,
a calculation will be done for your order and you can pay the correct postage.

Order Form



Price List
T-SHIRTS

White Cotton : R 70-00

BADGES

Infant Massage Instructor : R 100-00

CLASS MATERIAL

Manual with IAIM cover : R 5-00 Class Materials are
Routine Cards : R 3-00 the ONLY items available
Certificate (A4) : R 3-00 to students!
Felt Body : R 75-00

PAMPHLETS, POSTERS, ETC

Posters (full colour A4) : R 7-00
Z-Fold Pamphlets : R 3-50
A6 Flyers - English : R 0-60
Gift Voucher (210 x 99mm) : R 1-50
Letterhead : R 1-50
Gold Round Label with logo in black : R 0-50
Small Round Label white,
logo maroon : R 0-25

DVD & CD

DVD : R 100-00
Ami Tomake CD : R 50-00


